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ASCE September Meeting Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk208933361]Speakers: 	Victoria Mitchell,  Director of the EP2 Initiative 
Topic: 	ASCE Wichita Branch 
Date: 		Wednesday, September 3rd, 2025
Location: 	Exploration Place
		300 N McLean Blvd, Wichita, KS 67203
		
Past President Caleb Coltrane called the meeting to order at about 12:00 pm. 

Announcements
· Instead of the monthly Hands-On Engineering program, ASCE will support Wichita Public Library with DIY Day program. Volunteers needed for the program.

The speaker was introduced. Victoria joined Exploration Place in 2014 as an educator and worked in the Education Department for more than seven years. During that time, she participated in a wide variety of projects, including initiating the digital pivot during the 2020 shut down and the epic Rube Goldberg Machine that launched the museum’s reopening in July that same year. Her past role as Director of Exhibits and Programs included overseeing new special exhibits, floor programs, Live Science Shows, movies in The Dome and special programs. As the Director of the EP2 Initiative, Victoria is managing the design and development of Exploration Place’s newly announced outdoor expansion.
Victoria graduated with her Bachelor of Science in Biology in 2012 from Southwestern College. She is a Wichita native, having graduated from Wichita North High school in 2008. She participated in Wichita’s Finest Heroes 2019, graduated from Leadership Academy in 2022 and is an active member in W Young Pros.

Site Tour Notes
ASCE members arrived onsite at about 11:45 am. Members ate lunch before beginning the tour led by Victoria Mitchell. Victoria explained EP2 Initiative at Exploration Place is a multi-phase expansion and renovation project designed to transform the museum’s 20-acre riverfront campus. Phase 1 was completed in September 2024 with the opening of the 1,500-seat Wichita Foundation Amphitheater, located near the Keeper of the Plains. Phase 2, now under construction, will introduce a 6.5-acre 
Destination Playscape featuring 10 themed play zones such as the aviation-inspired Flight Adventure, Sunflower Meadow, and Water Play Cascades. The playscape will also include family-friendly amenities like shaded rest areas, modern restrooms, a STEM-focused education pavilion, and a concession stand to support all-day visits. This major outdoor expansion is expected to open in fall 2025 and is designed to significantly enhance family engagement, outdoor learning, and community use. Phase 3 will follow, bringing updated indoor exhibits, including a renovated Kansas Gallery and reconfigured event spaces, with completion targeted for late 2025 to 2026.
Meeting adjourned by President Caleb Coltrane at about 1:00 p.m.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Secretary Sangeeta Bhattacharjee. 



































Meeting Attendees
	
	1
	Logan
	Mills

	2
	Jon
	Lucas

	3
	Duane
	Gish

	4
	Jake
	Borchers

	5
	Kyle
	Kerns

	6
	Matt
	Schultze

	7
	Dakota
	McKee

	8
	Luke
	Vohs

	9
	Carly
	Overacker

	10
	Derek
	Kratzer

	11
	Jessica
	Slavik

	12
	Daniel
	Mealiff

	13
	Tyler
	Voth

	14
	Mason
	Grillot

	15
	Rebecca
	Mellies

	16
	Kevin
	Graham

	17
	Hunter
	Wiles

	18
	Kaden
	Kisner

	19
	Anne
	Stephens

	20
	Michelle
	Strait

	21
	Sarah
	McKay

	22
	Joseph
	Cillessen

	23
	John
	Cillessen

	24
	Darryl
	Lutz

	25
	Paul
	McDonald

	26
	Mariela
	Carrera

	27
	Maisy
	Brouillette

	28
	Caleb
	Coltrane

	29
	Shawn
	Mellies

	30
	Daniel
	Schrant

	31
	Garrett
	Reed

	32
	John
	Oldland

	33
	Sangeeta
	Bhattacharjee

	34
	Andrew
	Walker

	35
	Allison
	Atkinson

	36
	Philip
	McKinney

	37
	Mike
	Stump

	38
	Bradley
	Haynes

	39
	Sadiksha
	Katwal

	40
	Brad 
	Shores

	41
	Brent 
	Chestnut

	42
	Kanchan
	Sapkota

	43
	Behrooz
	Rahbar

	44
	Logan
	Mills
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