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ASCE May Meeting Minutes

Speakers: 	Eric Staab and Larry Hook, PE, KDHE
	Janelle Phillips, PE, KDA
	Lee Wolf, USACE
Topic: 	Permitting Panel 
Date: 		Wednesday,  May 7, 2025
Location: 	Wichita Advanced Learning Library
		711 W. 2nd St. N., Wichita, KS 67203
		
President Caleb Coltrane called the meeting to order at about 12:00 pm. 

Announcements
· Hands on engineering will be happening next year
· The Steak Fry is June 5 and sponsorships are still available
· PEC, WSP, and WCP have signed up to sponsor the steaks and beer
· Officer elections are today and Sangeeta Bhattacharjee, P.E. is the candidate for Secretary.

Vice-President Macee Crowell introduced the speakers. Janelle Phillips, PE works for the Kansas Department of Agriculture, Division of Water Resources, on water structures and stream and floodplain permits out of Manhattan, KS. Eric Staab and Larry Hook, PE both work for the Kansas Department of Health and Environment. Eric focuses on industrial stormwater permitting and Larry focuses on construction site stormwater permitting. Lee Wolf is a regulatory specialist for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers out of Kanopolis, Kansas.   

Meeting Notes

The permitting panel structure allowed each speaker to discuss their agency’s permitting process with some time for questions at the end.


 

Janelle Phillips – KDA-DWR

Janelle Phillips outlined KDA-DWR’s permitting process which is mandated and follows KSA 82a-301 which covers the construction of dams and water obstructions and KSA 24-126 which covers levees and floodplain fill. Right now, there is a “Class A Exemption,” which KDA-DWR is trying to remove because many large structures are being constructed without any engineering design being completed. Currently, the dam safety team reviews the exemption forms. 

Whether or not a permit to construct a structure is needed depends mostly on the drainage area for the structure, but also on some nuances regarding the structure’s specific construction. In general though, everybody doing any type of construction in or near a stream channel is going to need a permit, even temporary crossings for solar, renewables, pipeline projects, and projects in duck marshes. There is a checklist on KDA-DWR’s website which tells what is required in a submittal.

It is okay to use StreamStats to delineate the drainage area; although, in some of the flat areas out west, StreamStats does not always correctly delineate drainage areas. FEMA’s Flood Map Service Center may be used to obtain flood maps and Base Flood Elevations (BFEs) may be obtained through the Kansas Base Flood Elevation portal. Plans can be rough, but they do need to exist and be submitted with the permit form. 

Janelle also clarified that it is very difficult to prove that a stockpile in the FIRM area existed before 1929 and that you can’t dump concrete next to a river and call it “revetment”. Furthermore, after the fact permits exist, but the fees are double that of regular permits, and they are only to be used in rare cases. She also clarified that floodplain fill is only adding soil, rock, and gravel. Replacing a fence is not considered floodplain fill. The KDA-DWR does not regulate watershed district boundaries. 

Eric Staab – KDHE Industrial Permitting

Eric spoke briefly on the Industrial Stormwater Permit and both Larry Hook and Eric were available for questions.

KDHE manages Federal and State permits for stormwater and wastewater pollution. There are general permits for industrial stormwater, construction stormwater, pesticides, hydrostatic test discharge, industrial wastewater, wastewater treatment plant discharge, cooling water boilers, irrigation, and other general permits related to different manufacturing sectors. 

Eric Staab works with the industrial stormwater general permit to manage compliance with the EPA. The Kansas permits do have some differences compared to the EPA permit; for example, if something is not in the actual EPA regulations, it is considered guidance instead of a rule. The EPA will review KDHE’s forms and make changes. Unlike the EPA, KDHE doesn’t require sampling. However, if a facility does sample, then the contaminant levels need to be compared to the baseline levels set by the EPA multisector general permit. KDHE currently requires a minimum of quarterly visual inspection and once per year to do an evaluation of the industrial outfall by looking at it for strange stuff. The EPA currently has the multisector general permit in final notice for comments effective 2026 to add PFAS monitoring. 

Eric and Larry also had a couple comments on construction sites - if construction is going to occur on a contaminated site, even if it is less than 1 acre, a construction permit is still required. The goal is to manage “contact water” so it doesn’t discharge from the site. The construction stormwater permit for revetment and maintenance is only for sites less than 5-acres. A NOI can be extended as long as the owner keeps paying the fees, but a SWPPP needs to updated every five years. 

Lee Wolf – USACE Regulatory
Lee Wolf is a Regulatory Specialist out of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Marquette, Kansas / Kanopolis office. His presentation outlined upcoming changes in getting “JDs”, or “Jurisdictional Determinations,” and recommended methods of sending and receiving permitting documents. 
Changes are coming to the jurisdictional determination and permitting process based on the Supreme Court’s decision in the Sackett case two years ago. The case focuses on whether or not wetlands which are not obviously connected to a jurisdictional stream can be regulated. Now, wetlands have to touch a jurisdictional stream in order to be considered “jurisdictional” and require a permit. Even discrete or ephemeral streams need to be connected to a jurisdictional stream. There two practical outcomes of this decision for civil engineers in the Wichita area: 1) Lee recommends waiting until August or so to ask for jurisdictional determinations because less review will be required starting in late June and 2) if a roadside ditch is truly just a roadside ditch, it will no longer be regulated. Lee recommends looking at the blue lines on USGS topo maps; if the blue line runs alongside a road, then it will still be regulated. Finally, what are considered to be Relatively Permanent Waters (RPW) (currently the OHWM or what flows three months of the year) may be changing; currently the USACE looks at the entire reach, but that may change. 
Lee also had a couple notes on the Kansas offices. The Kansas offices conduct internal reviews of all the permits. Starting two years ago, they also began to take a look at historic value determinations and to conduct Section 106 reviews in house. They send the Section 106 information to archaeologists in Kansas City. 
Finally, the USACE does have a new online permitting tool, but it’s still super buggy and they don’t recommend using it. It is more straightforward to email or mail permitting documents because once documents get uploaded to the online permitting tool it can be really difficult to make changes. In general, the Kansas USACE permitting tries to mirror DWR except they don’t regulate floodplains.
Meeting adjourned by President Caleb Coltrane at about 1:00 p.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Secretary Allison Atkinson. 

Meeting Attendees
	

	1
	Shane
	Albritton

	2
	Makenzie
	Allen

	3
	Jim
	Armour

	4
	Allison
	Atkinson

	5
	Michael
	Bailey

	6
	Joshua
	Baugher

	7
	Caleb
	Coltrane

	8
	Macee
	Crowell

	9
	Jared
	Drummond

	10
	Jake
	Exley

	11
	Alan
	Farrington

	12
	Jacob
	Ferrell

	13
	Harlan
	Foraker

	14
	Duane
	Gish

	15
	Eric
	Glover

	16
	Jaime
	Goering

	17
	Josh 
	Golka

	18
	Traci
	Grant

	19
	Derek
	Hake

	20
	Abdul
	Hamada

	21
	Aaron
	Harnden

	22
	Michael
	Hoffman

	23
	Kurt
	Huiras

	24
	Julianne
	Kallman

	25
	Trevor
	Kaufman

	26
	Derek
	Kratzer

	27
	Kenneth
	Lee

	28
	Scott
	Mcey

	29
	Chuck
	May

	30
	Paul
	McDonald

	31
	Dakota
	McKee

	32
	Phil
	McKinney

	33
	Daniel
	Mealiff

	34
	Logan
	Mills

	35
	Carly
	Overacker

	36
	Ethan
	Price

	37
	Behrooz
	Rahbar

	38
	Drake
	Sawyer

	39
	Gage
	Scheer

	40
	Andrew
	Sheridan

	41
	Reagan
	Snow

	42
	Kathleen
	Soldani

	43
	Anne
	Stephens

	44
	Michael
	Stump

	45
	Tyler
	Ummel

	46
	Heather
	White

	47
	Eric
	Staab

	48
	Janelle
	Phillips

	49
	Larry
	Hook

	50
	Lee
	Wolf

	51
	Luke
	Vohs

	52
	Caleb
	Jury

	53
	Maisy
	Brouillette

	54
	Sangeeta
	Bhattacharjee



image3.png




image1.jpeg
ASCE

KANSAS SECTION

Wichita Branch
Celebrating 50 Years of Excellence





image2.png
AMERICAN
SOCIETY OF
CIVIL

ENGINEERS
1852






